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Police have detained the two top leaders of the Chilean guerrilla group Fuerzas Rebeldes y
Populares Lautaro (FRPL), in operations that President Eduardo Frei called "an impeccable and
brilliant example of police intelligence work." On June 16, agents from the branch of the security
forces known as the intelligence police announced the capture of Lautaro's top leader, Guillermo
Ossandon Canas, who is being held in connection with 30 assassinations and more than 100 assaults
attributed to the FRPL. The 41-year-old sociologist and four other Lautaro leaders were captured
June 15 at the seaside resort of Cartagena, 100 km. west of Santiago, after a month-long operation by
the intelligence police.
The day before intelligence agents closed in on Ossandon, they captured Pablo Contreras Olivos,
head of Lautaro military operations, in downtown Santiago. Police said information obtained from
Contreras led to Ossandon's capture. On June 16, Ossandon was formally charged with six counts of
murder and terrorism under Chile's stiff anti-terrorist laws, which could result in a sentence of life
in prison without possibility of parole. Ossandon, alias Diego Carvajal, had vowed not to be taken
alive, and was captured with an automatic weapon, but without the grenade that he was rumored
to carry at all times to kill himself if he were faced with imminent capture. Ossandon's frequent
disguises and ability to slip through police nets helped create a mystique and made him Chile's
most wanted criminal for the past five years. The Lautaros were formed as an armed group eleven
years ago during the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990).
The Lautaro group financed many of its operations by robbing banks. One of the bloodiest Lautaro
operations occurred in October 1993, when an attempted Santiago bank robbery led to a clash with
police, leaving eight dead. According to police, the recent arrests may well result in the total demise
of Lautaro. Since January 1991, police have killed or arrested 23 members of the Lautaro leadership.
Members of the other guerrilla group that began operations during the Pinochet dictatorship,
the Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez (FPMR), put down their arms in 1990 after the election of
President Patricio Aylwin. At that time, Lautaro refused to disarm and instead declared war on the
Aylwin government.
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